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Inspired by his twelve-tone row and the theme all together (in “Red Planet” Dolphy also uses the retrograde form), 

I decided to compose a piece that uses the same row but in a completely different manner. I find it very interesting 

that Dolphy used the twelve-tone technique to compose his jazz piece, and I thought that it would be interesting

to take his material and compose a classical piece. 

Composition is organized in a way that there are four variations, but they are fragmented and mixed all together,

with the idea that they all happen “in the same time.” 

Although mixed together, each one has “its own life” and should be interpreted that way. 

Each variation has its own tempo: 

Šimun Matišić

1

st

 variation is meant to be played very strictly and objectively 

 

2

nd

 var. - very expressive and rubato 

3

rd

 var. - very short staccato with sudden accents (small amounts of accelerando and ritardando are

                more than welcomed and left for player to decide where/when/if) 

4

th

 var. - variation closest to the jazz music, sound can be very rough and aggressive (but doesn’t have to),

               phrasing (classical or jazz approach for phrasing fast eight-notes) is left for player to decide! 

Composition „Experiment on a theme by Eric Doplhy“   is inspired by the twelve-tone row

from composition “Red Planet” by Eric Dolphy. 
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